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was a little less sanguine, but he had no contacts outside the narrowest
Court circles, and he saw little that was not on the surface; he wrote: '

Although the greater number of Members of Parliament appear
to be well-intentioned to His Majesty, the Test and Habeas Corpus
Acts are regarded by all the English as the ramparts of the Pro-
testant religion and of the privileges of the nation. The King
hopes to succeed in getting them repealed; but unless he can hope
to succeed it will be imprudent to make the attempt and to find
himself obliged to dissolve parliament without getting what he
considers necessary for the consolidation of his authority.

In the event, in the short period of ten remaining days of the session
the Habeas Corpus Act was not even mentioned and the Test Act only
by implication, and the only subjects which came up for discussion
in the House of Commons were the necessity for a standing army and
supply for its support, and the employment of Catholic officers.

On November 9 James opened proceedings with a long speech: he
congratulated Parliament and himself on the suppression of Monmouth's
rebellion, but he drew the moral that Monmouth's early successes had
revealed the necessity for the strengthening of the defences of the
nation and he asked for a supply for the purpose of increasing the
standing army; he was very explicit and uncompromising on the subject
of the Catholic officers; he recognised, no doubt, the advantage of having
the first word on a question that was certain to be raised :

Let no man take exception that there are some officers in the
army not qualified according to the late tests for their employ-
ments; the gentlemen, I must tell you, are most of them well
known to me, and having formerly served with me on several
occasions and always approved the loyalty of their principles by
their practice. I think them now fit to be employed under me;
and I will deal plainly with you that after having had the benefit
of their services in such a time of need and danger I will neither
expose them to disgrace nor myself to the want of them if there
should be another rebellion to make them necessary to me. I
am afraid some men may be so minded to hope and expect that a
difference may happen between you and me on this occasion, but
when you consider what advantages have arisen to us in a few
months by the good understanding we have hitherto had, what
wonderful effects it hath already produced in the change of the whole
scene of affairs abroad, so much more to the honour of the nation
and the figure it ought to make in the world, and that nothing can